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billing frosts early and late made the working of land 
a precarious source of substance until a comparatively recent 
period In the history 6f our county. As late as 1810, the 
fact that corn would ripen at Marlins' Bottom was nearly a 
years wonder. Gardens for onions, parsnips, cucumbers, pum¬ 
pkins,and turnips; patches of buckwheat, corn, beans and pot¬ 
atoes, for many years comprised the most of pioneer farming 
enterprise in the way of supplementing their supplies of 
game and fiah. The implements used for clearing and cultivat¬ 
ing thes^ gardens and truck patches were of home manufacture 
and for-the most p«t-re*her crudely constructed, as mere ma¬ 
keshifts ape apt to be. 
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and the ehovel plow" was evolved. 
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planting, the 


of the harrow was supplied by a crabapple tree or a 
blackthorn bush, pressed do™ by heavy pieces of v.ood fast¬ 
ened on by hickory withes or strips of leatherbr.rk. end some 
nice woork was dona by those exter.pori.ed harrows. The first 
harr ows that superseded these crab and blackthorn, had wood¬ 
en frames shaped like a big A. and the teeth were made of 

seasoned hickory or white oak. 

The first scythes that ware used to cut the meadows 
were hand- made by tho neighborhood blacksmith, and were 
hammered out instead of whitted to put them in cutting order. 
The sneathss were straight sticks, and in moving the mowers 
were bent into horizontal, semilunar farded shapes, ss if a 
they were looking for holes in the ground, or snakes in the 
grassy weeds. 

For handling hayor geain, forks were made of bifurca¬ 
ted saplings pf maple or^dogvood carefully pealed and veil 
seasoned^ They became as smooth as ivory. These forks vent 
out of use hy 1860. 

Wen the pioneer came to need more land than mere 
patches, they wouia chop three or four acres and a log 
rolling was in order. By invitation the neighbors for miles* 
would meet with their teams of horcoo or oxen, to assist 
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to witness as the smoke and flaws of the burning heaps rose 
me pillars of fire by night, while the men. sweaty and 
sooty, passed among them keeping up the fires. 

Another interesting pioneer social gathering was 


the-raising" of the dwelling or barn. Ho pay was expected, 
simply the return of a like favor when notified. 

As a rule pioneer festivities were orderly, yet 
ocassionaly there would be a few persona at the gathering 
who prided themselves in being and doing ugly things. 
Somrwhere about the pBemises there was something they would 
speak of as "Blnok Betty". After a few visits to this Jug 
there would be a few fights, which made the gathering the 
talk of the neighborhood until some other exciting thing 
came around. 


In the early times now under consideration it 
wasjiiysssential matter that every thing needed for comfort¬ 
able use about the house should be made at home or some 
where in the immediate neighborhood. Thug it came that pio¬ 
neer wives and daughters were not only ornamental but very 
useful ih promoting the comforts and attractions of their 
homes by the skill of their willing hands. Every house¬ 
hold of any pretentions of independence or thrift lad a 
^ 8Planlne Wh0e1 - 8 fla * breaker, sheep shears, wodl 

~ -■» ■» - - 

—.fr™™ rrr-—.. 

* thereupon scour, card and ’ “* deUfhter3 ^ 

spin, weave and knit the wool 





into clothing. 


Flax was grown In the flex patch, usually a choice 
hit of ground. When ripe the flax was pullod hy hand, spread 
in layers until dry upon the ground whore it had been pulled 
then bound in bundles, carried away and spread very neatly..' 
over the cleanest and nicest sod to be found, most commonly 
the aftermath of the meadow. Here it remained with an ocosslo 
nal overturning until it was "weathered". This required three 
or four reeks. Then it was gathered, hound in bundles and 
stored away in shelter until cool, frosty days in late fall, 
winter or early spring. Then it would be broken hy the flax 


breaker, then scutched by the scutching knife over an upri- 
6ht board fastened to a block. Then what was left of the 

1,0047 Part * thB - scutching knife would he comb¬ 

ed out by the hackle and was now ready to be spun and woven 
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s usually helped each other. Ihey had what was called 
flex Boutchings. Flax woo Aecl 
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